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THE DAWN  OF A  GREAT  TRADE GUILD.

WHETHER it be that our forefathers were not so
prompt to put pen to paper as we are, or that they
purposely avoided written words and Inclined to
silence from motives of that combined prudence and
love of mystery-making that distinguished the Middle
Ages, the fact remains that of the real origin and
founding of that great federation of industry and
Intelligence known to after-years as the Hanseatic
League, we have no accurate knowledge.

We see the tree in full growth, with its widespread-
ing boughs and branches; of the modest seedling
whence it sprung we are in ignorance. We only know
most; surely that some such seed there must have been,
and in this case may with certainty infer that the main
causes of this unique combination were the alliance of
the North German cities among themselves, and the
protective and social alliances formed by German
merchants who met in foreign parts.

It is obvious that there must have been much com-
merce, and that it must have played an important part